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WHO’S WHO IN ILA 


1956 
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ie ______ Jack Tillson, Boone High School Library, Boone 


Treasurer. 
EXECUTIVE BOARD 
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ALA Councilor. : 

- SECTION CHAIRMEN 

Trustees. sea Sen area Ree eee = = _.....Mrs. L. A. Falvey, Albia 

+, ee beaeohaies a ; Phyllis Tschudi, Dubuque County Library 
Ella Lauritsen, Sioux City Public Library 


Mrs. Marjorie Hellem, Waterloo Public Library 


aa 

EE _ Donald Rod, Iowa State Teachers College Library, Cedar Falls 
COMMITTEES 

ee _.................Helen Stevens, Chairman, Ericson Public Library 

Certification ___..__. _ Blanche A. Smith, Chairman 

Intellectual Freedom. _ Dorothy Naughton, ‘Chairman, Sioux City Public Library 


Julia Bartling, University Libraries, Iowa City 

Mrs. H. A. Garvey, Boone 

Legislative... SSM Esther Hughes, Chairman, Des Moines Public Library 
Mrs. L. A. Falvey, Albia 

Mrs. Fred Jensma, Monroe 


Library Development 
Committee. Germaine Krettek, Chairman, Council Bluffs Public Library 


Mrs. Louane Newsome, University Libraries, Iowa City 
Inis I. Smith, William Penn College, Oskaloosa, Chairman 


Membership...» 
SEE Catherine Seitz, —_~ County Library, Dubuque 
District 2. Sedabe ; : ._Ellen A. Anderson, Forest City 
District 3................. eS EE =n Elizabeth Pitts, Alton 
eee Eloise Kibbie, Sac City 
eee Leona Lacock, Jefferson 
District 6 
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Davenport. hinchieniel mee Dorothy Ash 
Des Moines... Claribel Sommerville 
Dubuque. Mary Linehan 
Iowa City. Mary Lee Tsuffis 
Mason City. Mary Ellen Evans 


Waterloo. Margaret Nordholm 
Nominating _ Elsie Schinzel, Burlington Public Library, Chairman 
Irma Hopley, Fort Madison 

Plaque x Opal Tanner, Muscatine, Chairman 
RRR eR Ta ace nmaRi I Albert Hollingshead, Albia, Chairman 
Mrs. Robert Munn, Boone 

Beth Annis, ‘Algona 

; Mrs. Don Allen, Des Moines 
Recruitment Alice Lammers, Central College, Pella, Chairman 
Lucile Snow, Fort Dodge 

Christine Smith, Technical High School, Des Moines 

Reference Books. Blanche A. Smith, Chairman 
Thelma Grover, Cedar Rapids Public Library 

Marjorie McAlister, Des Moines Public Library 

Florence Botts, Bloomfield High School Library, Bloomfield 

; Marietta Johnson, East High School, Sioux City 

Catalyst Editor... Edgar Glick, Des Moines Public Library 
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IOWA LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 
1955 


The 62nd annual meeting of the Iowa Library Association was held in 
Council Bluffs October 20-22. The registration was 228, the program excel- 
lent, hospitality unlimited, spirits high and weather perfect. 


Talent, alphabetically arranged, was: Mrs. Marion Marsh Brown, David 
H. Clift, Henry Steele Commager, Kermit Hansen, Hew Roberts. 


There were many group breakfasts and luncheons. The entire attendance 
gathered for several dinners, a luncheon and a lively evening at the library. 
The Publicity Committee was responsible for the Stump-the-Experts lunch- 
eon with Donald Rod of Iowa State Teachers College Library as moderator. 


The Trustees’ dinner was not the sedate affair one might have expected, 
but was served chuck wagon style with tin plates and lanterns. Hew Rob- 
erts was the speaker which, to Iowans, is a guarantee of something approxi- 
mating perfection. His subject was The Library as Teacher and Recreator. 
The reception and dance at the library followed. Henry Steele Commager 
was the speaker at the Friday night dinner. His thought-provoking talk 
was on The Library and the Community of Learning. 


Workers with children and young people had a coffee Saturday morning 
honoring Mrs. Marion Marsh Brown, the speaker for the morning session. 
Her talk is recorded elsewhere in this issue. 


It was good fortune for Iowa librarians that David H. Clift, executive 
secretary of the American Library Association, could be present and report 
on the management survey dealing with the reorganization of the American 
Library Association. He also took an important part in the discussion of 
Iowa and the Library Services bill Friday morning. 


Those taking part in this panel discussion were Elizabeth Hage, Scott 
County librarian, Robert Orr, lowa State College library, Blanche A. Smith, 
librarian of the State Traveling Library, and Mr. Clift. 


The bill is designed to promote further development of public library 
service in rural areas through federal funds on a “matching basis” with 
local funds. It is to be presented to Congress in 1956, asking for $7,500,000 
a year for 5 years. Each state and three territories would receive a basic 
grant of $40,000. Based on the ratio of the rural population in Iowa with 
that of the United States, Iowa would be entitled to additional funds to a 
total of $174,096. A plan was shown which divided the state into seven 
areas, any one of which might be used for demonstration area. 


The Trustees Section voted the 1955 award of merit to Mrs. D. S. Hume- 
ston of Albia who, through her years of library service, has made outstand- 
ing contributions to local and state library interests. 


Four members of the newly appointed State Traveling Library Board 
were present—Mrs. O. W. Harris, Mrs. A. S. Wendel, Dwight Erickson and 
Russell Schaal—and met several times during the three days, as well as 
attending the meetings of the Association and meeting its members. 


At the business meeting Saturday morning the gavel was turned over to 
Frank Milligan and the fortunes of the Association placed in the hands of 
the incoming officers with the hope that the year ahead may be the brightest 
the ILA has ever experienced. It can be, with the help of every member. 
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CAPTURING THE YOUNG READER 


(An address given for the Children’s and Young People’s Section of the sixty- 
second annual meeting of the Iowa Library Association, in Council Bluffs, Iowa, 


Saturday morning, October 22, 1955.) 


Iowa Librarians: 

“Capturing the Young Reader” sounds as if we are going on a hunting 
expedition; and perhaps we are doing just that as we seek to find ways of 
attracting and holding the attention of young readers. 

The particular “young reader” whom I am interested in “capturing” is 
the early adolescent, the young teen-ager, as it is to the members of this 
age group that I direct most of my writing. 

It seems to me that librarians and authors must have much in common. 
Surely librarians would not have become librarians had they not loved 
books; and certainly authors would not have become authors had they not 
loved books. Librarians would not spend their lives helping others to find 
‘worth-while reading material had they not heard a call to this particular 
kind of service; and authors would not spend their lives writing had they 
not heeded a similar call. So I feel that we authors and librarians have a 
common problem and a common interest in seeking ways and means of 
capturing the young reader. 

Of course many young teen-agers come to us already “captured” as 
readers. They are the fortunate ones whose mothers read to them before 
they could read to themselves; whose parents foster in them a love of read- 
ing; whose teachers and librarians augmented their early interest in books. 
But sadly enough there are hordes of young people who reach their early 
teens without having been captured as readers. It is with them that we 
are particularly concerned at the moment. 

I am sure you have all had the experience of having one of these young- 
sters come in with a long face and announce that he has to read “a book” 
for a book report or other assignment. He asks if you will help him find 
one. Here is your opportunity. Discover what his interests are and direct 
him to a good book in line with these interests. If it is a gangly boy and his 
chief interest in life is in sports, help him find a good sports story or one of 
the good biographies of a sports hero. If it is a girl who wants to be a nurse, 
find her a good career story on nursing. If you do your job well, that boy or 
girl will return his book later with a smile and a request for “another book 
like that,” or perhaps for another book by the same author. 

What I am saying is that everyone has individual tastes in all areas, and 
therefore it should be expected that he will have individual tastes in read- 
ing. If you can start him on his reading expedition in a field in which he is 
vitally interested, you will have started the “capturing” process. 

Now let’s look at the problem of capturing the young reader from the 
author’s standpoint. How can he help? First of all, by realizing that the 
young reader, like any other, will be caught by a good story: one in which 
the action moves right along, but more than this, one in which the action 
is believable, and the purpose of whose action seems important. Secondly, 
he must tell the story in a style which is appropriate and appealing to his 
reader. Thirdly, he must have inspirational heroes and heroines who are 
so real to his readers that they automatically identify themselves with 
them as they read. And lastly, he must have a theme so that the reader 
will gain more than a few hours’ entertainment from the reading of the 
book; so that he will gain, in addition, a little better understanding of life, 
or at least of some phase of it; so that he will have something to think 
about; so that his values will have gained a bit of stability; his philosophy 
of life will have become more mature. 
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If I may be a bit personal, I will tell you how I have tried, specifically, 
to capture young readers with my books. While teaching high school Eng- 
lish classes, I discovered that there was a need for good books for the “in- 
betweens.” There were plenty of good books for children, and when the 
young people reached their late teens, there were plenty of adult books 
for them. But for the twelve, thirteen, fourteen, and fifteen-year-olds, there 
was little of real value and interest. I also discovered that there was a need 
for books written in a simple enough style for the slow readers to compre- 
hend, which still told a good enough story to hold their interest. So when 
I started limiting my field of writing, I kept these two things in mind and 
tried to help meet these needs. 

Because I had felt for some time that our young people needed a greater 
realization of and appreciation for all that had gone into obtaining the 
liberties which we are inclined to take so lightly, and the democratic way 
of life, I decided to begin with stories of the Revolutionary period. I chose 
young heroes who I felt could become a real inspiration to present-day 
youth if they were made to live; and I tried to bring them to life. 

I am sure that, working together, librarians and authors can prevent the 
unhappy, oft-predicted dilemma of a generation of non-readers, no matter 
how many the television sets and picture magazines. If authors will give 
young people something worth reading, written specifically to meet their 
needs, and librarians will help find the right book for the right youngster, 
basing their judgment on his interests and ability, there is no doubt in my 


mind that we will capture our young readers. 
Marion Marsh Brown 
Author of: Young Nathan, Swamp Fox, 
Frontier Beacon, and Broad Stripes 
and Bright Stars 


CATALOG SECTION 


The ILA Catalog Section held its annual meeting at Hotel Chieftain, 
Council Bluffs, on Thursday, October 20, with Mrs. Edna Beems, Chairman, 
presiding and thirty-six persons in attendance. 

Mrs. Beems announced approval by the Executive Board of the Division 
of Cataloging and Classification, of affiliation of the Section with the Coun- 
cil of Regional Groups, and outlined the procedure by which this was ac- 
complished. Thanks were due to all for the unanimously prompt response 
of written ballots which it was necessary to circulate by mail. 

The Secretary reviewed briefly the provision for Sections in the ILA 
Constitution, the articles in the DCC Constitution which apply to regional 
groups, and the revisions in the Catalog Section Constitution regarding 
affiliation with the DCC Council. 

Attention was called to the Directory of Librarians in Iowa, 1955, which 
was compiled by Mr. Harold Bellingham as a project of the Catalog Section 
and distributed to all who registered at the 1955 ILA meeting. 

Officers elected for the ensuing year are: Chairman, Mrs. Margery Hel- 
lem, Cataloger, Public Library, Waterloo; Secretary-Treasurer, Eleanor 
Jones, Cataloger, Public Library, Sioux City. 

The program following the business meeting was on The Place of Cata- 
loging in an Expansion Program. 

Mrs. Hellem from the Waterloo Public Library described the difficulties 
encountered by a staff of seven working in a twelve-foot square space and 
the transition to a room 25 x 28'4, decorated and equipped in modern style. 
Such a move made orderly procedures possible and produced most gratify- 
ing results. A scale drawing of the floor plan added to her graphic presenta- 
tion. 
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Mr. Clinton Burris from Morningside College Library outlined plans for 
a move into new quarters. The former gymnasium is being utilized and as a 
result of the problem of adapting to an existing building, considerable re- 
organization and integration of technical processes is anticipated. 

The Chairman closed the meeting with a request for cooperation with 
the new officers and invited suggestions for program and activities for the 


new year. 
Francis Dukes Carhart 
Secretary-Treasurer 


COLLEGE SECTION 


The College Section of lowa Library Association met Friday, October 21, 
at 3:00 p.m. David H. Clift, Executive Secretary of A.L.A., gave a progress 
report on the U.S. Steel Grant to liberal arts colleges. A good many ques- 
tions from the floor were directed to Mr. Clift. Earl A. Roadman, President 
of Morningside College, then spoke on some of the problems facing colleges 
due to the rapidly increasing enrollments. 

New officers elected were Don Rod, Chairman, and Vivian Peterson, 


Secretary. 
Elizabeth A. Windsor, Head 


Reference Department 
Iowa State College 


EXTENSION LIBRARIANS 


Twenty-two persons met Thursday noon, October 20, at the Extension 
luncheon, including county and city extension workers, and chief librarians, 
as well as two people from the State University library. After each person 
had been introduced, Betty Hage presided over a general discussion of 
problems common to extension librarians; boundary lines for county library 
service; bookmobile schedules, summer and winter; cooperative purchasing 
and cataloging as carried out among four libraries including Mason City. 

Since it was not an official division of ILA, no officers were elected nor 
were plans made for the future. 


Dorothy Naughton 
Acting Chairman 


HOSPITAL SECTION 


At the meeting of the Iowa Library Association the Hospital Section held 
a luncheon in the Hotel Chieftain, Thursday, October 22. 

There were six members present and because of the size of the group it 
was thought best not to have a speaker, but to informally discuss hospital 
problems and trends. 

Volunteer help was taken into consideration and the consensus of opinion 
was that on the whole it was not a satisfactory means of patient library 
service. 

Criteria for selecting books was mentioned and it was agreed that the 
Hospital book guide, sponsored by the Division of Hospital Libraries and 
published monthly is the best source of information. 

_ The use of ceiling projectors was discussed, and what one has to do to 
interest patients in their use is an unanswered question. 


Rose Lyons, Acting Chairman 
Hospital Section 
Iowa Library Association 
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A FRIEND OF A LIBRARY 


“I feel especially strongly about 
libraries because I do so much work 
in the Middle Ages and the Renais- 
sance. People like Chaucer and Ben 
Jonson, who loved books so much 
and had so few, would have found 
a modern American library almost 
incredible. 

“Anyone who wants to can walk 
into the New York Public Library, 
and there he can rebuild for himself 
any part of the world or any era in 
history. It opens windows on every- 
thing, and all of it is free. Any other 
public library, large or small, does 
the same thing; and once these win- 
dows are opened in a reader’s mind 
no one can close them again. 

“A Friend of a Library is not only 
a friend to his neighbors but to the 
whole conception of American gov- 
ernment. For ability and willingness 
to read are basic to a democracy, 
and the habit of reading has to be 
formed early. Moreover the librar- 
ies, like democracy itself, make all 
things equal, since the books are 
equally available to the possessor of 


ten cents or of a million dollars. 

“Once, in many American com- 
munities, reading was thought to be 
a waste of time. Now, when the 
amount of manual work that needs 
to be done has shrunk, and when the 
work that must be done by the head 
and the heart has increased if we 
are to keep our balance in a chang- 
ing world, it is of vital importance 
that every American be both well 
informed and wise; and nothing can 
help him more than books. 


“American businessmen have be- 
come deeply interested in books, and 
when the National Book Committee 
was formed last year many of its 
members came from the ranks of 
business. Books are their chief con- 
cern as good citizens. This commit- 
tee is a national organization and the 
Friends are local ones, but the goal 
is similar and I cannot help envying 
you the possession of that beautiful 
word friends.” 


Marchette G. Chute at 
Friends of Libraries Luncheon 
Drake Hotel—July 5, 1955 





MARY KATHARINE 


When the Monroe (Wisconsin) 
Public Library observed its 50th an- 
niversary on May 25, 1955, the li- 
brarian asked Miss Reely to prepare 
a list of fiction that would have 
been in the library during its first 
50 years. 

Here is the list, with special com- 
ments by the compiler. 

Four books that would have been in the 
Monroe Library when it opened in 1905 
The rise of Silas Lapham, by W. D. 
Howells, 1885 
The Kentucky cardinal, by James 
Lane Allen, 1885 
The gentleman from Indiana, by Booth 
Tarkington, 1899 
Alice of old Vincennes, by Maurice 
Thompson, 1900 
1906 
The house of Mirth, by Edith Wharton 
The awakening of Helena Ritchie, by 
Margaret Deland 
1907 
The American scene, by Henry James 
The trimmed lamp, by O. Henry 


REELY REMEMBERS 


1908 
The firing line, by Robert W. Chamb- 


ers 
1909 
Romance of 2 plain man, by Ellen 
Glasgow 
1911 
Ethan Frome, by Edith Wharton 


1912 
= financier, by Theodore Dreiser 


wan bent twig, by Dorothy Canfield 
Maes Chapdelaine, by Louis Hemon 


His family, by Ernest Poole 
My Antonia, by Willa Cather 
1920 
— Street, by Sinclair Lewis 


oat” of innocence, by Edith Wharton 
— Adams, by Booth Tarkington 

A lost lady, by Willa Cather 
1924 


The able McLaughlins, by Margaret 
Wilson 
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So Big, by Edna Ferber 
1927 


Death comes for the archbishop, by 
Willa Cather 

Early Autumn, by Louis Bromfield— 
awarded first Pulitzer prize. “To 
which would we award the Pulitzer 
_— today?” 


Bridge of San Louis Rey, by Thornton 
Wilder—also a Pulitzer 
1929 
Scarlet Sister Mary, by Julia Peterkin 
ee obsession, by Lloyd Doug- 
as 
1930 
Laughing Boy, by Oliver LaFarge 
This year was also marked by an 
event: Sinclair awarded Nobel prize 
“Nobel award indicates what Euro- 
peans look for in American litera- 
ture.” 
1931 
— of grace, by Margaret Barnes 


oa good earth, by Pearl Buck 
_ in arms, by Kenneth Roberts 


The voice of Bugle Ann, by MacKinlay 
Kantor 
The folks, by Ruth Suckow 
1935 


Now in November, by Josephine John- 


son 
1937 
Gone with the wind, by Margaret 
Mitchell 
1938 
The late George Apley, by J. P. Mar- 
quand 
1940 


The trees, by Conrad Richter 
ba ‘a of wrath, by John Stein- 


For our vines have tender grapes, by 
George V. Martin (Wisconsin set- 
ting) “An especially rich year for 
Americana.” 

1941 

In this our life, by Ellen Glasgow 
1942 

The robe, by Lloyd Douglas 
, eal teeth, by Upton Sinclair 


So little time, by J. P. Marquand 
“Fitting title for this period of un- 
certainty.” 





PERSONALS 


J. Archer Eggen, librarian of the 
Cedar Rapids Public Library for the 
last six and a half years, has accept- 
ed the position as librarian of the 
St. Paul library. He will begin his 
work there February 15. A six-year 


appointment to the position has been 
recommended to the St. Paul city 
council by the commissioner of li- 
braries, auditoriums and museums. 
He will head a library with a staff 
of 185 and an annual circulation of 
one and a quarter million books. 
Miss Perrie Jones, present librarian, 
is retiring. 

Eleanor A. Ferguson has been ap- 
pointed director of Connecticut’s 
new Library Services Center in Mid- 
dletown. She began her duties in 
October. The library service center 
gives consultant and supplementary 
book services and sponsors work- 
shops and institutes for 26 public li- 
braries and 60 schools in 21 towns in 
the Middlesex County area. Miss 
Ferguson was at one time librarian 
of the Council Bluffs public library 
and later at Dearborn, Michigan. 

Miss Joan Huston and Everett 
Howell were married November 19 
in Iowa Falls. Mr. Howell is librar- 
ian at Ellsworth College. 

Louise Lage, a former member of 
the Davenport library staff, was a 
recent visitor. Miss Lage resigned 
ten years ago to take a position as 
research librarian for the Eli Lilly 
Company in Indianapolis. She start- 
ed as one of eight in the department 
and is now chief librarian directing 
the work of a staff of 28. 

Mary Elizabeth Ledlie, supervisor 
of children’s work at the Des Moines 
Public Library since 1946, began 
similar duties in the Toledo (Ohio) 
library January 1. Miss Ledlie had 
her library training at Carnegie Li- 
brary School. She was a member of 
the staff of the State Traveling Li- 
brary before going to Des Moines 
public. 

Mary F. Marinan, of Waterloo, is 
Tenth Airforce librarian at Self- 
ridge Air Force Base, Mt. Clemens, 
Michigan. She is a graduate of State 
Teachers College, Cedar Falls, and 
had her library science at Univer- 
sity of Southern California. 

Greta Renborg writes that they 
are moving to Stockholm where her 
husband will do research work at an 
institution owned by the Farmers’ 
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Organization. She will work in 
Stockholm department of a library 
technical and bibliographical insti- 
tute. Her address after February 1 
will be Sigurdsvagen 42, Bromma. 





NEWS FROM IOWA LIBRARIES 


Atlantic—A Christmas gift to the 
library, a magazine table of native 
walnut, was donated by Mr. and 
Mrs. C. R. Johnson. Mrs. Johnson is 
the librarian. The table was made 
by Mr. Johnson. 

Batavia — Gladys Britt has been 
appointed librarian. 

Birmingham — Mrs. Frances Nel- 
son is librarian. 

Bode—Mrs. H. C. Olson, who has 
been librarian since 1936, is succeed- 
ed by Laila Hanson. 

Cedar Rapids — The transforma- 
tion of the Kenwood branch library 
from a crowded building with no 
central heat to a modern efficient 
library was accomplished without 
any interruption in the library op- 
erations. This is one more accom- 
plishment of J. Archer Eggen who 
has distinguished himself by his in- 
genuity and imagination in trans- 
forming old library buildings into 
modern, attractive places to work. 

Davenport — Contracts have been 
let for a renovation project of the 
library, which includes the opening 
of a large basement area as general 
circulation department and an ex- 
pansion of reference and special de- 
partmental facilities on the main 
floor. A basement entrance to the ii- 
brary on Fourth street is a feature 
of the improvement. 

De Witt — Mrs. A. C. Smith has 
been appointed to succeed Mrs. Irvy 
Dockendorff as librarian. 

Earlham — Mrs. Clella Shepard 
succeeds Mrs. Jennie Belle Roark 
who resigned October 31. 

Eldora—Mrs. F. C. Van Derveer 
succeeded Mrs. Helen Wehrman as 
librarian December 15. Mrs. Eldon 
McVeety is assistant librarian. 

Emmetsburg—The new children’s 
room was completed and displayed 
November 13 when the library held 


open house in honor of Book Week. 
The inviting room was admired by 
guests received by the members of 
the library board and Mrs. Martha 
Haas, former librarian. 

Greene—Friends and neighbors of 
the late Mrs. Cave contributed 
money for a memorial fund that was 
used to purchase a record player for 
the library. 

Hamburg — The Monday Study 
Club and library are sponsoring a 
series of lectures by Frank Kri- 
wanek, of Shenandoah. The ten lec- 
tures are held the first and third Fri- 
days of the month at the library. 

Knoxville — Mrs. Esther Miller 
was appointed librarian January .1 
to succeed Mrs. Carolyn May. Mrs. 
May will continue as part-time as- 
sistant. : 

Laurens — An addition to the li- 
brary is nearing completion. It will 
provide room for a children’s room 
and a work room for the librarian. 


Liscomb—The library was opened 
to the public during Book Week. It 
is sponsored by all the organizations 
in the community. 

Mason City—A gift of $7,000 from 
Wheeler G. Lovell, of Detroit, to the 
library as a memorial to his grand- 
parents, Mr. end Mrs. John D. Glass, 
and his uncle, Remley J. Glass, is to 
be used to make microfilm records 
of historical papers and documents 
and to purchase a projector. 

Odebolt — A general remodeling 
aimed to make better use of the 
space in the library building is un- 
der way. The basement is to be re- 
modeled to make it a center for or- 
ganizational activities. An outside 
entrance to the basement is one of 
the features of the program. 

Schaller—Two bookcases, donated 
as memorials, were displayed in the 
library during Book Week. One was 
given in memory of Dana Briggs, 
former editor of the Schaller Herald, 
by the present editor, Robert K. 
Hennesy. The other, in memory of 
Joseph Baie, was presented by his 
widow, Mrs. Grace Baie of Long 
Beach, California. 
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Scott County Library—Mrs. Mil- 
ford Koehn, a graduate of Marycrest 
college, is cataloger and first assist- 
ant in the Scott County library, re- 
placing Mary Lois Nelson who re- 
signed to take her library course at 
the University of Texas. 


Shenandoah — Blanche Alden re- 
signed as children’s librarian Janu- 
ary 1, after 32 years of service in 
that capacity. She is going to Hawaii 
after which she will spend the rest 
of the winter with an aunt in Mon- 
rovia, California. 


Villisea—Mrs. Audrea Higgins as- 
sumed her duties as librarian No- 
vember 5, succeeding Mrs. Merle 
Todd who resigned because of ill- 
ness. 

Wall Lake—Mrs. Catherine Red- 
man Young, who served as librarian 
from the beginning 20 years ago, re- 
signed November 5. Mrs. Clara Wen- 
zel has been appointed to the posi- 
tion. 

Waterloo — Lorraine Hallowell, 
head of circulation, resigned in Oc- 
tober. She has been on the library 
staff since 1920. 

Mrs. J. C. Hersh was promoted to 
the position Miss Hallowell held. 
Mrs. Robert Berger was employed 
to take Mrs. Hersh’s position as cir- 
culation assistant. 


CHANGES IN LIBRARY BOARDS 


Algona—Mrs. N. S. Bangs, Jr. suc- 
ceeds W. C. Dewel who resigned 
after 22 years of service on the 
board, part of the time as vice 
president. 

Allison—Mrs. C. H. Wild and Mrs. 
Erwin L. Klingbeil succeed Mrs. E. 
M. Speedy and Mrs. Frank Neal. 

Anamosa—Mary Dutton replaces 
Earl Pulver. 

Emmetsburg — Mrs. William 
Stauss fills the unexpired term of 
John Ferguson, resigned. 

Fort Dodge — Reynolds Thomas 
succeeds Judge E. Mulroney. 

Glenwood — Willard Stivers suc- 
ceeds Dr. D. W. Harman. 

Greene—Mrs. Dene Koerner suc- 
ceeds the late Mrs. Cave. 
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Grinnell —- Edd Phillips succeeds 
Clair Strand, who resigned. 


Hartley — Mrs. Harlan Goettsch 
succeeds Mrs. E. Pfeiffer, who re- 
signed. 

Iowa City——Earl Snyder has been 
appointed to the board. 


Keokuk — Herbert Carlson and 
William Talbot replace Howard 
Wood and J. I. Annable, resigned. 


Lansing—Mrs. James Powers suc- 
ceeds Mrs. Franz Nachtwey who re- 
signed after serving 17 years on the 
board. She felt that a younger per- 
son should be named for member- 
ship on the board. 

Missouri Valley — Milo Burnham 
succeeds William Quick, resigned. 

Muscatine—Mrs. F. W. Englund 
succeeds Mrs. P. M. Jessup who 
moved to Indiana. 

Nashua—Alvin Flint replaces Mr. 
M. B. Norman who resigned after 
serving on the board for 15 years. 

Northwood—Mrs. Leon S. Barnes 
succeeds the late Judge M. H. Kep- 
ler. 

Primghar — John W. Brouwer, 
County Superintendent of Schools, 
has been appointed to fill the vac- 
ancy caused by the death of Ethel 
Shearer. 

Red Oak—Mrs. Hazel Lusk suc- 
ceeds the late Dr. Roy T. Will. 

Rockford—Lee Schmidt and Mrs. 
Anita Fahler have been appointed 
to fill vacancies caused by the mov- 
ing away of two board members, 
Mrs. F. E. Trigg and Mrs. Helen 
Schriever. Mrs. Trigg served on the 
board for 35 years. She was one of 
the founders and the first president. 
She is moving to Nora Springs. Mrs. 
Schriever has gone to California. 

Sac City—Dr. A. J. Casey is a 
newly appointed board member. 

Sigourney—Stephen Gerard suc- 
ceeds Harry M. Neas on the library 
board. The resignation of Mr. Neas 
ended 43 years of continuous service 
on the board. He is the only original 
member who had served through 
the entire period of the library’s 
history, 35 of which he was presi- 
dent. 











Sioux City — Judge Ralph W. 
Crary is a newly appointed member. 

Stanton — William H. Thompson 
replaces Maurice Minnick. 

Villisca—Dr. S. D. Poore succeeds 
Mrs. Grace Muller who has served 
the library for 30 years. 

Waverly — Mrs. Paul Koch suc- 
ceeds Mrs. C. E. Moodie, who moved 
from Waverly. 

Webster City—Charles McMurray 
has been appointed to fill the vac- 
ancy caused by the death of O. J. 
Henderson. Dr. Faye Lewis was 
elected president of the board, a 
position which Mr. Henderson held 
at the time of his death. 

West Branch — Harold S. Totler 
has been appointed to fill the vac- 
ancy caused by the death of T. A. 
Moore. 

West Point— Mrs. A. B. Geers 
succeeds Mrs. Ivan Franklin, resign- 
ed. 

Wilton—Mrs. Kirk Grunder suc- 
ceeds Mrs. Inez Harding, resigned. 


NECROLOGY 


Mary Adams, formerly librarian 
at the Atlantic Public Library, died 
in Elsinore, California, early in 
September. She left Atlantic 30 
years ago to make her home in Cali- 
fornia. 

Mrs. Fanny Duren Boyd died in 
Eldora Memorial Hospital Septem- 
ber 4. She had served on the staff of 
the Iowa Library Commission, in 
the Waterloo Public Library and in 
the U. S. Navy during the First 
World War. 


Mrs. Daisy Williams Cave passed 
away at her home in Greene Sep- 
tember 2, 1955. She had been in fail- 
ing health for some time. She had 
served on the Greene public library 
board for fifty years and was one of 
the organizers of the library. 

Mrs. Cornell Hewson, who was on 
the art and music staff of the Des 
Moines public library from 1943 to 
1948, died at her home in Kansas 
City early in December. 

Mary Louise Loving died April 
26, 1955. She was the former librar- 
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ian of West Point Public Library, 
having resigned January 1, 1954, 
because of her health. 

The West Branch library lost a 
friend in the death of T. A. Moore 
on August 7, 1954. He had been a 
member since 1940 and was presi- 
dent at the time of his death. 

Ethel Shearer, trustee of the 
Primghar library for 25 years, 
passed away April 19, 1955, in Holly- 
wood. She was secretary of the 
board at the time of her death. 

Mrs. Clarence Vander Linden, a 
member of the Pella board for sev- 
eral years, died at the Methodist 
Hospital in Des Moines October 12, 
1955. 

Dr. Roy T. Will, member of the 
Red Oak library board for 30 years 
and past president, died May 6. 


AWARDS TO BE MADE 


The Board on Awards of the 
American Library Association pre- 
sents the following list of awards 
and citations to be made at the 75th 
annual ALA Conference in Miami 
Beach, June 17 to 23, 1956. The 
Board urges all library associations 
and ALA members to assist in the 
selection of outstanding librarians 
worthy of these national honors by 
sending nominations to the persons 
indicated below, well in advance of 
the announced deadlines. 


Melvil Dewey Medal, established 
in 1952 by the Forest Press, Incorpo- 
rated. Awarded annually to an indi- 
vidual or a group for recent creative 
professional achievement of a high 
order, particularly in those fields in 
which Melvil Dewey was actively 
interested, notably library manage- 
ment, library training, cataloging 
and classification and the tools and 
techniques of librarianship. 

Letter Librarian Award, estab- 
lished in 1946, consisting of $100 and 
a special certificate. Awarded an- 
nually to a librarian who, in the line 
of duty, contributes most to empha- 
size the human qualities of service 
in librarianship. Letter Library 
Award, also $100 and a special cer- 
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tificate. Given annually since 1947 
to a library for distinguished contri- 
bution to the development of an en- 
lightened public opinion on an issue 
of current or continuing importance. 
Mrs. Ada McCormick, donor of these 
two awards, is editor of the maga- 
zine Letter. 


Joseph W. Lippincott Award, con- 
sisting of $500 and a special certifi- 
cate. Presented annually by Joseph 
W. Lippincott since 1937 for distin- 
guished service in the profession of 
librarianship, such service to include 
outstanding participation in the ac- 
tivities of professional library asso- 
ciations, notable published profes- 
sional writing, or other significant 
activity on behalf of the profession 
and its aims. 


Nominations for these four awards 
with a statement of qualifications 
and reasons for the choice should be 
sent to the chairman of the ALA 
Board on Awards, Robert E. Scud- 
der, Free Library of Philadelphia, 
Logan Square, Philadelphia 3, Penn- 
sylvania. The deadline for nomina- 
tions for each of these awards is 
April 1, 1956. 

Grolier Society Award, established 
in 1953, consisting of $500 and a spe- 
cial certificate. Given annually in 
recognition of the achievements of a 
librarian in a community or school 
who has made an unusual contribu- 
tion to the stimulation and guid- 
ance of reading by children and 
young people. The nominee must be 
a salaried librarian who spends the 
major part of his time in working 
with children and young people. The 
award may be given for contribu- 
tions made either over a period of 
years or for one contribution of last- 
ing value. Nominations must be ac- 
companied by five copies of a state- 
ment of achievement prepared by 
the nominating group or individual 
and should be sent directly to the 
chairman of the Committee on the 
Grolier Society Award, Rosemary 
Livsey, Director, Department of 
Work with Children, Los Angeles 
Public Library, Los Angeles, Cali- 
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fornia. Letter in support of the 
nominations will be accepted also. 
The deadline for entries is March 15, 
1956. 

E. P. Dutton-John Macrae Award 
for advanced study in the field of li- 
brary work with children and young 
people. Established by the E. P. Dut- 
ton Company in 1952 and first 
awarded in 1953. It consists of a fel- 
lowship amounting to $1,000 and is 
open to a librarian working with 
children or young people through a 
public library, a school library, or 
an institution library. The award is 
designed to give the recipient an 
opportunity for formal or informal 
study of some aspect of the field that 
will be beneficial both to the person 
and to library service. To be eligible 
for the award, a librarian must be a 
library school graduate and must 
have had at least three years of suc- 
cessful professional experience in li- 
braries serving children or youth. 
Librarians interested in the award 
are asked to submit a statement of 
the study or project for which the 
award is requested and evidence 
that they are qualified to undertake 
the work. Prospective applicants 
should write to the chairman of the 
E. P. Dutton-John Macrae Award 
Committee, Nancy Jane Day, Super- 
visor of Library Services, State De- 
partment of Education, Columbia, 
South Carolina. Applications must 
be submitted by April 15, 1956. 

Two outstanding library trustees 
will be cited by ALA. Trustees Cita- 
tions are limited to trustees in actual 
service during at least a part of the 
calendar year preceding the 1956 
ALA Conference. Equal considera- 
tion is given to the service records 
of trustees of both large and small 
libraries. The jury will be interested 
in the state and national activities of 
the candidates as well as their con- 
tributions to the local library. Rec- 
ommendations must be accompanied 
by a full record of the candidate’s 
achievements and may be submitted 
by any library board, any individual 
library trustee, a state library asso- 
ciation, a state trustee organization, 

















a state library extension agency, or 
by the Trustee Section of the ALA 
Public Libraries Division. Nomina- 
tions for the 1956 awards must be 
mailed to the ALA Jury on Citation 
of Trustees, 50 East Huron Street, 
Chicago 11, Illinois, or to the chair- 
man, Eleanor Plain, Librarian, Au- 
rora Public Library, Aurora, Illinois, 
not later than March 15, 1956. 


John Cotton Dana _ Publicity 
Awards, established in 1943. Given 
by the Wilson Library Bulletin, in a 
contest sponsored jointly with the 
ALA Public Relations Committee, 
for outstanding library publicity, 
based on scrapbooks submitted to 
show a cross-section of the year’s 
publicity in various types of librar- 
ies. Every library is eligible. Full in- 
formation and entry blanks are 
available from Wilson Library Bul- 
letin, 950 University Avenue, New 
York 52, New York, or from ALA 
Headquarters, 50 East Huron Street, 
Chicago 11, Illinois. Entry blanks 
must be in by April 1, 1956, but the 
completed scrapbooks are not due 
until April 15, 1956. 


Margaret Mann Citation, estab- 
lished in 1950 by the ALA Division 
of Cataloging and Classification. 
Awarded annually to a librarian 
who has made a distinguished con- 
tribution to librarianship through 
cataloging and classification. It may 
have been through publication of 
significant professional literature, 
participation in professional catalog- 
ing associations, or valuable contri- 





butions to practice in individual li- 
braries. The nominees must be mem- 
bers of DCC to be eligible but may 
be nominated by any librarian or 
ALA member. All nominations 
should be made, together with in- 
formation upon which the recom- 
mendation is based, not later than 
February 1, 1956, to the chairman of 
the DCC Committee on Award of 
the Margaret Mann Citation, Mary 
Darrah Herrick, Associate Librarian, 
the Chenery Library, Boston Uni- 
versity College of Liberal Arts, 725 
Commonwealth Avenue, Boston, 
Massachusetts. 

Newbery and Caldecott Medal 
winners for 1955 will be announced 
by the Children’s Library Associa- 
tion on March 5, 1956, in the New 
York office of Mr. Frederic G. Mel- 
cher, who established and endowed 
the awards. The Newbery medal, 
awarded annually since 1922, will be 
presented to the author of the most 
distinguished contribution to Ameri- 
can literature for children published 
during the year 1955. The Caldecott 
medal, first awarded in 1938, will be 
presented to the illustrator of the 
most distinguished American picture 
book for children. Nominations for 
the 1955 awards, which were due 
December 10, 1955, have been made 
by librarians to the Newbery-Calde- 
cott Award Committee composed of 
twenty-two children’s and school 
librarians; chairman, Marian C. 
Young, Chief, Children’s Depart- 
ment, Detroit Public Library, De- 
troit, Michigan. 


























THE LIBRARY SPEAKS 


I am the library. Listen to my words, Americans, for now I speak. 


My cornerstone has been laid by the great thinkers of all ages of men. 
My walks are sturdy with protection from all the shackles of which man 
has conceived—spiritual as well as physical. My rafters are strong against 
the buffetings of ignorance and superstition. 


I am a great gift to the modern age for I am many things to many people. 
I am a warrior, crusading against the downfall and decay of civilization. I 
am an open doorway into a vast storehouse of knowledge and wisdom. I am 
a bridge over a bottomless chasm of superstition—giving passage from the 
old to the new. I am a wall against the batterings of communism and all 
other forms of slavery that are pushing in on every side. 


I am a strong wind blowing good to all who come within the reaches of 
my breath. I am a jet plane over the face of America, leaving a permanent 
trail behind that all the world is forced to look upon and respect. 


My shadow falls across our land and reaches from the calm of the blue 
Pacific to the crash of the mighty Atlantic and from the crags of the north- 
land to the sunny borders of the south. No citizen of the United States is 
ever really very far from my influence, and many, yea, many of our 160 
million strong pass often across my threshhold. The schools and universities 
of our land could scarcely exist today without me. No nation is great who 
mocks my structure. 


Today, I stand knocking at the door of Bremen. I offer to the boys and 
girls, the men and women, of this community the small collection of books 
that was a stepping stone in the nineteenth century from a little cabin in 
the wilderness to the White House in Washington, D.C., but I also offer you 
vastly more. I offer you a priceless legacy of all the great geniuses of the 
past and the present. 


I call to your careful attention the direct connection that seems to exist 
between lost opportunities and lost visions: 


“No vision and you perish. 

No ideal and you are lost. 

Your heart must ever cherish 
Some faith at any cost. 

Some hope, some dream to cling to. 
Some rainbow in the sky, 

Some melody to sing to, 
Some service that is high.” 


Can you show me any human force more versatile than mine? 


I am your library. 


—Anita B. Morland in the Bremen (Indiana) Enquirer 








